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February 26, 1998

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU INVITES PUBLIC TO MEET WOMEN OF HISTORY
CHARLESTON-- Nine influential women in history will share their life stories this weekend
as Eastern Illinois University gears up for Women's History and Awareness Month, a four-week
celebration of women, their contributions and accomplishments.
Admission to the Living History performance, which begins at 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 28, in
Buzzard Hall auditorium, is free and open to the general public.
"If you ask anyone to name 10 famous women, they'd be hard-pressed to get past Florence
Nightingale, Betsy Ross and Helen Keller," said Jan Marquardt-Cherry, director of the Living
History Program. "Our intention is to broaden minds and introduce people to characters they may
never have heard of before."
The program, now in its 1Oth year, offers Eastern students the opportunity to portray
successful women -- past and present -- in area elementary schools throughout the month.
Saturday's performance-- a "dress rehearsal"-- allows the general public the opportunity to view
each student's presentation and to also learn from them.
Featured in this year's program are:

Frida Kahlo as portrayed by Emily Fetterer, a senior English/Spanish major from
Bourbonnais. Described as "the 20th century's quintessential autobiographical artist," Kahlo, a
Mexican painter, became known for colorful work depicting her personal life including disabilities
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suffered as a result of a bus accident; a turbulent marriage to Mexican muralist Diego Rivera and a
brief romance with Russian revolutionary, Leon Trotsky; and her involvement with Communism and
the Mexican Revolution of 1917.
Catherine the Great as portrayed by Christy Gardner, a senior elementary education
major from Downs. At the age of 15, Polish-born Sophia Augusta Frederica arrived in Russia as
the bride of the heir to the throne, Peter Feodorovich. Seventeen years later, with the support of the
Imperial Guard, she overthrew her husband, Peter III, and was crowned Empress of All Russia. Her
rule was one of the most prosperous periods of the Russian Empire.
Ruth Handler as portrayed by Sara Schmidt, a senior elementary education major from
Alton. Handler, inventor of the Barbie Doll, co-founded Mattei, Inc., with her husband, Elliot, in
1945, and managed the company for 30 years. She was the first woman to become an executive of

a large U.S. corporation.

She began devoting the second half of her life to cancer victims,

revolutionizing the breast prosthesis industry when she created Nearly Me Company.
Sarah Kemble Knight as portrayed by Erica Byrne, a junior psychology major from
Evergreen Park. Knight, an American colonial teacher and businesswoman, is best known for her
vivid and often humorous diary of her unchaperoned journey on horseback from Boston to New
York in 1704. She chronicled not only her interaction with strangers she met in the wilderness and
in the taverns, but also gives clues as to her ideas on a woman's place in society.
Virginia Woolf as portrayed by Rachel Pullium, a junior English major from Salem.
Woolf, a major British novelist, essayist and critic, was a leader in the literary movement of
modernism. In her works, she used a technique called "stream of consciousness," revealing the lives
of her characters by revealing their thoughts and associations. She was also a feminist, socialist and
pacifist.
Louise Nevelson as portrayed by Wendy Eilers, a senior marketing/graphic design major
from Highland. Nevelson, a Russian-born artist, immigrated with her family to the U.S. in 1905.
Over the years she became famous for her sculptured walls which were made up of boxes and/or
compartments and which led the way to Nevelson becoming a leader in both environment sculpture
and assemblage. Later she created outdoor environmental sculptures in aluminum or steel.
-more-
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Mary Rowlandson as portrayed by Rita Lazar, a junior journalism major from Chicago.
In February 1676, as a direct result of the war between the English and the Indians which had begun
a year earlier, a contingent of Narragansetts struck Lancaster, Mass., and took Mary White
Rowlandson captive. Rowlandson, daughter of one of the town's founders and wife of a clergyman,
was ransomed 11 weeks later. Her records ofher experiences were first published in 1682.

Flossie Wong-Staal as portrayed by Susan Lutz, a senior zoology major from
Warrensburg. Flossie Wong-Staal was born in Mainland China in 194 7 but was raised in Hong
Kong. In 1965 she immigrated to the United States to study molecular biology at UCLA. After
graduate and post-graduate work, she went on to work for the National Cancer Institute where she
became one of the foremost authorities in the study of viruses with her ground-breaking work on the
HIV virus. She is currently a pioneering researcher on the development of a vaccine to try to prevent
the spread of AIDS.

Victoria Woodhull as portrayed by Ellen Eardley, a senior English/music major from
Belleville. Victoria Claflin Woodhull and her sister, Tennessee Claflin, were the first women
stockbrokers on Wall Street. Woodhull was the first woman ever to address Congress and, in 1872,
became the first woman to run for the office of President of the United States on the Equal Rights
Party ticket.
Women's History and Awareness Month is being sponsored by Eastern's Women's
Advocacy Council.
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